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“Holy Dance” 

When I was a young man, just 25 years old, I decided that I wanted to 
get a British sports car. I had been enamored with Triumphs and MGs for 
years. I was aware that one aspect of owning a British car was maintenance. 
They were notorious for needing lots of care. A popular bumper sticker read, 
“The parts falling off of this car are of the finest British manufacture.”  

With this in mind I made a pledge to myself that if I purchased a British 
car I would learn how to work on it. This was not just a matter of pride, but 
also of practicality. I could not afford to finance a college education for the child 
of a mechanic. When I bought my MGB I immediately bought the gold standard 
of maintenance books—The Haynes Repair Manual. These books were admired 
because mechanics were known to completely disassemble a vehicle and then 
reassemble it. They showed you how to do everything in step by step detailed 
instructions, accompanied by drawings and photos including the greasy fingers 
of the mechanic; proof positive that they had done the work.  

Within a few months of buying my fourteen year-old car, I used the 
manual to help me diagnose a failed u-joint. I followed the instructions and tips 
step by step removing the drive shaft, taking off and replacing the failed u-
joint, and reassembling it. I had never down such a complex mechanical task. I 
would go on to learn how to rebuild the engine, carburetors, shock absorbers 
and so much more. I was now the one with the greasy fingernails.  

Unfortunately there is not a Haynes Manual for every facet of life. Of 
course some things simply don’t seem to be important enough to try to 
understand, while others seem outside of my ken, and yet others are basically 
a mystery. One of the latter is the Holy Trinity. The first time I attempted to 
study it I found out that almost any explanation that made sense in laymen’s 
terms was a heresy. Further study has been mind boggling. I think that at 
some level we all have to accept that the Holy Trinity is a mystery. 

However, there one term that comes up again and again in reading about 
the Trinity. That word is relationship. The three persons of the Trinity are in a 
relationship with each other. They do not exist as separate parts or 
manifestations of the Godhead. They are the Godhead. Without any one of 
them the Godhead would not exist and none of them in itself is the Godhead. 
The Celtic knot at the top of your bulletin is a good representation of that 
interrelatedness of the Trinity.  

Medieval Mystics were fond of describing the relationship of the Holy 
Trinity as a dance. The persons were always connected as the dance flowed. As 
they twisted and turned they could never be separated. The mystics said that 
the dance was one of creativity and joy. Look at the Celtic cross again and 
imagine the three partners entwined in this amazing set of movements that 
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constantly changes but from which they never become disconnected—three in 
one and one in three. It is beautiful.  

This concept of relationship is important, because we can understand it 
more easily than theological explanations. It also ties together with our 
understanding of humanity being made in God’s image. If we are made in God’s 
image we are called to be in relationship with one another. Like the Trinity the 
human race is in a constantly interweaving and, at times, elegant dance with 
itself. While we may try to disassociate ourselves from one segment of 
humanity we remain in relationship and in the dance. It is no more possible for 
one part of humanity to sequester itself from the rest than it is for the Father, 
Son or Holy Spirit to break off from the Trinity. 

It does not mean that we have not tried. We know that over the centuries 
nations have subjugated other nations and used as the rationale that they were 
something less than human. We have called others less than human because 
of skin tone, religion or political beliefs. We have justified economic inequality 
on the same basis. The pseudoscience of Eugenics was developed to create 
classes of people who were less worthy of being called human so that society 
could institutionalize them, sterilize them, use them as test subjects for 
dangerous experiments, and in the extreme to kill them. They were a stain on 
the gene pool and needed to be weeded out. It is the horrific legacy of 
autocracies and democracies alike.  

In the Great American Experiment, the founders wrote that “all men are 
created equal,” but later in the Constitution they made one group of people 
count as only three-fifths of a white human man. These same idealists also 
accepted that one person could own another, in direct contradiction to that 
statement of universal equality.  

One might think that 155 years after the end of the Civil War, 65 years 
after Brown v. The Board of Education, 55 years after the Civil Rights 
movement and twelve years after a black man was elected president of the 
United States that we would have realized that all persons have to be part of 
the dance. That the relationship, like the Holy Trinity, cannot exist and 
function without all people regardless of race, creed, color, gender, or sexual 
orientation being included. If any one group is excluded from the relationship it 
just won’t work.  

We as Christians should know better than any that the whole requires all 
the parts. St. Paul wrote in First Corinthians1 and Romans2 that they body of 
Christ is made up of many parts and all of the parts are necessary and no one 
of them is more important than another. We see that played out in our parish. 
We need gardeners, silver polishers, singers, greeters, knitters, cooks, servers, 

                                                             
1 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 
2 Romans 12:4-7 
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readers, and those willing to do the dirty work as much as we need those in 
beautiful vestments carrying special objects of veneration. Without any one of 
these or even with the denigration of any one of these parts the whole suffers.  

We Christians must be willing to stand side by side with our siblings who 
are hurting. We must as a community of faith stand up for the truth that all 
people are made in the image of God, and by rights should be treated as 
beloved children of God. We must acknowledge the sins of our forebears and 
work for reconciliation. To do any less is to be party to the continuation of a 
sinful past.  

I have said it before and I reiterate it now, I have no interest in being part 
of any group that accepts or condones bigotry of any kind. It may be a part of 
our Christian past, but it is not part of Christ. We are all called in the words of 
the prophet Micah “to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.”3 
And as Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”4 That is it. That is what makes a follower of Jesus 
Christ.  

Let us commit anew this very day to love one another not just in 
principle, but in action. Let us work for unity and justice for everyone in the 
human race. Let us be the Christians that Jesus calls us to be. Let us live up 
to the words of the hymn, ‘In Christ there is no East or West, in him no South 
or North, but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide world.”5 

                                                             
3 Micah 6:8 
4 John 13:35 
5 “In Christ There Is No East or West” by John Oxenham aka William Arthur Dunkerley, 1908. 


